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Planning a wedding can be an exciting but daunting task! Here's a 
comprehensive wedding planning checklist to help you stay organized: 

 

12-18 Months Before the Wedding:  

 

1. Set a Budget: Determine how much you can spend on the wedding. 

2. Create a Guest List: Decide who you want to invite. 

3. Choose a Date and Venue: Book the ceremony and reception 

venues. 

4. Hire Vendors: 

 Photographer/Videographer 

 Caterer 

 Florist 

 Band/DJ 

 Officiant 

 Wedding Planner (if desired) 

5. Research Wedding Dresses and Attire: Start looking for your 

dream   dress and outfits for the wedding party. 

6. Start Planning Honeymoon: Research destinations and book flights 

and accommodations. 

7. Register for Gifts: Create a gift registry. 
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8-12 Months Before: 
 

 

1) Order Save-the-Dates: Send out save-the-date cards. 

2) Choose Wedding Party Attire: Decide on bridesmaid dresses, 

groomsmen attire, etc. 

3) Book Hotel Room Blocks: Arrange accommodations for out-of-town 

guests. 

4) Plan Ceremony and Reception: Decide on the flow of events, seating 

arrangements, etc. 

5) Book Transportation: Arrange transportation for the wedding day. 

6) Start Planning Decor: Decide on themes, colors, and decorations for the 

venue. 

7) Book Hair and Makeup Artists: Schedule trials and book for the wedding 

day. 

4-8 Months Before: 
 

 

1) Order Wedding Invitations: Send out wedding invitations. 

2) Finalize Menu and Cake: Confirm catering details and order the wedding 

cake. 

3) Purchase Wedding Rings: Shop for and purchase wedding bands. 

4) Book Rehearsal Dinner Venue: Arrange for the rehearsal dinner 

location. 

5) Finalize Officiant Details: Meet with your officiant to discuss ceremony 

details. 
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6) Arrange for Wedding Day Details: Plan for special touches like guest 

favors, signage, etc. 

2-4 Months Before: 
 

1) Finalize Ceremony Details: Write vows, choose readings, etc. 

2) Purchase Wedding Party Gifts: Buy gifts for your wedding party. 

3) Finalize Day-Of Schedule: Create a timeline for the wedding day. 

4) Apply for Marriage License: Obtain the necessary paperwork. 

5) Arrange for Wedding Day Beauty Appointments: Confirm hair and 

makeup appointments. 

6) Attend Dress Fittings: Make sure your wedding attire fits perfectly. 

1 Month Before:

 
 

1) Confirm Final Details with Vendors: Finalize details with all vendors. 
2) Send Final Guest Count to Caterer: Confirm the number of guests 

attending. 
3) Pick Up Marriage License: Obtain your marriage license. 
4) Pack for Honeymoon: Prepare for your honeymoon. 
5) Break in Wedding Shoes: Make sure your shoes are comfortable. 
6) Create Seating Chart: Finalize seating arrangements. 

Week of the Wedding: 

 
1) Confirm Details with Vendors: Reconfirm all arrangements with 

vendors. 
2) Delegate Tasks: Assign responsibilities to family and friends. 
3) Attend Rehearsal Dinner: Practice the ceremony and enjoy time with 

loved ones. 
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4) Relax and Enjoy: Take time to relax and pamper yourself before the big 
day. 

Wedding Day: 

 
1) Get Married!: Enjoy your special day and cherish every moment. 
2) Stay Organized: Have a designated person to handle any last-minute 

issues. 
3) Thank Your Guests: Take time to thank your guests for celebrating with 

you. 
4) Have Fun: Dance, laugh, and create beautiful memories. 

Remember to stay flexible and enjoy the process! It's your special day, so make 

sure to savor every moment. Congratulations on your upcoming wedding! 
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